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the more simple plan of enticing Hamdi Effendi outside the gate and then running away from him. The great drawback to this lay in the fact that unless we escaped just before dark we should be recaptured for a certainty. Except for Gebel Nugoom and the village of Shaoob, the country round Sanaa is absolutely flat and open, without cover of any sort for several miles. The alarm once given, it would be the simplest thing in the world for horsemen to ride us down. Hamdi Effendi could never be induced to let us go more than a few hundred yards from the gate, and had always insisted on returning long before sundown. The difficulty was to devise a way to keep him quiet after he had become aware of our intention, and prevent his giving the alarm before we had got a fair start. I would not, of course*, consent to any harm being done to him, and so in the end we decided to rely entirely on accurate timing. Ahmad's amendment to this proposal, namely, that he should suddenly pinion his arms while I anaesthetized him with ethyl chloride, was withdrawn by leave. I have always objected to using any kind of poison for criminal purposes.
The next morning I sent a message to Muslih informing him that we should escape from Sanaa on Wednesday evening, and that he must be at the rendezvous I appointed, a small tank near the town known as " the Magil," from the time it got dark till sunrise : if we had not arrived by then, he could consider the bargain at an end, pay his men out of the money he had received in advance, and keep the rest. I warned him that we were about to trust our lives to his good faith, and no reason existed that was good enough to prevent his punctual observance of these instructions. I got back a most reassuring reply from him.
We now proceeded to smuggle out to him the instruments, books, and clothes I had decided to take. In this work Suleiman's small nephew, a boy of about twelve years of age, played a useful role. Most of them left the house in the basket in which he brought the meat and vegetables. By Wednesday morning all had been safely delivered, and the police, so far as I knew, were still unsuspicious. I sent also one hundred and ten silver